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EDXTORIAL

An unusually large ish, this time, but out on time. First, a few apologles. To John
Cockroft, for the lousy reproduction of his superd pic this ish, and also for ruining
the effact of his 1atter lastime by sticking that obnoxious nude in the middle of 1%,
won't b2 ranaated. To Tdwin 5izlar, for the noor reprcduction of his sisnature. And
that should be gerp instead of deor in Al Lopez's lattar; there are mistnkes in typing
galore sprinklad tlhiroughout, for which ws ask your pardon. %Ye left off the names of
the thres authors of the three last books mentionsd in the full-page ad-~L. Ron liubbard
wrote DOATR'S CurUTY, and Stanton Coblentz wrote THE SUNK AN WORLD,

Henceforth the
letters will be Adeleted 1n soiwe varts if necessary. '* At last we can determine the
winner of the original to be Don “ilson, vhose lettar was votied best in the first
issue, The cover original of the 200G AD /2 covor will be forwardsd to him imrediately.
**  Qur poll will take shape naxt issue. Cards will bs sent with aach issue, “Vou
awre agked to "111 in the blank (only one) and drop the card in the mallbox--you'll have
to pay no nostage.

Be sure to vete for the hast letter sach issug~—romember we still
rive the cover original to the winner.
%a have a surprise coming up next ish., ™e
won't tell yow what it 1s, but you ean't mies it--1t'g really ere=catching.
' A1l of yem
have no donbt received the supplemant, with the two o¢pen letters to fandom. One persen
{ Don %ilson) has already written a latter of coimant on the content of that speclal ighe=
vou are all invited to 3lve forth with ;our orinlons too. iverybody's welcoret
: And of
course, sveryone's weloome to write l:tters to FS all the time. The subjects are wn-
limited=~-write abcut anything you wish., iake 'rour latters interasting, that's all we
aske ™ — e B s T R =L
Our nd rates are $§1 per page, 50¢ half, and 257/ quarter-page. Those rrices are
low == ta¥e advantage of them} : E
Vie have some mighty fihe latters coming up, from Gibdson,
Gracnlaeaf, Wilsen (we know he'll write, aven tho we h.ven't received sny letter yvet)
wvans, Schaumburgar, and many others. The naxt lssue should be out 1 Dec if everything
goas well, It prohably won't b2 as large as this ish, but you never can 431l..0.

YOUR_STATUS 0% OUR LIST IS AS FOLLOWS

Your subscription has expired == won't you renew?

This is the mumbers you have coming on your sukscrintion.

A trads.

Sal'lple Copy [
Will you pud?

Complimantary cony.

><; No more issues for yon if you don't sand a subd or a lettart

'



lere's that famoug letter by Bill Temnle, which we promisad you last issue. ‘e won't try
to sive it any flowery introductions, but we'll let Forrest J Ackerman explain:

"In the
50 numbers of VOICZ UF THS ILAGINATION which I nublished from January 1939, I printed
appoximitaly 750 latters from fans. Ly magazine (nicknwiaed Vom) was established ae a
forum of fandom, and was the origsinal 'letterzine®. aAnd out of all those thousands of
»ordge tho most ricmorable nndoubtadly wsre those of a British fan, Bill Temple, published
during the war in the Hallowe'en 1944 number.

"periodically a fan will blaze like &
nova, pen a pyrotzchaic farew:ll to fandom, and turn apostate in a coruscation of cendem=
nation. lie will liken himself to a butterfly who has burst its paralyzing chrysalis
(fandem) and flown out into the aeal YWorld. Or, he has metamorphosed from a pollywog
into a frog, and contemptously lecaves the littisc pool of fanactivity behind him. At
this point he croaks.

"Unsolicited. from somewhere in Italy, came this affimation of
faith in fankind from an individual who could scarcely bz accused of never having ex-
perienced Life {with a capltal liell) or of emulating the ostrich and seeking escape-
Temple's tribute to STF and its acolytes stands as an inspiration for all time for 'fen'
of wood will,"

And so without further ado, hera's the letter. (e might add that this
letter was intendsd as nn entry in the Thrilling Wonder ;tories fanzine-resprinte-sponsered
contast, but, as that contest folded, it landed up here.,) ##
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I've just re-read the April Yok, which reans reading it for the first time properly. Xy
first "reading" was a hasty skim-through in ths press of cther business, a business de-l-
ing with bangs of varying intensitiés. RBut now 1've dbeen stranded with no reading rater-
ial other than this Vol. So 1 re-read & re-read it, & your contributors vould be f{lat-
tered to know just how much consideration I zuva to thelr every point. And their were
plenty of points. But the only one I'li comucnt on now is this business of making the
final break with fandom.
1 ;ess most fans who have kept it up for 10 years or more now

must often have come to the point of impntionce where fandom is felt to he an inculus
from which one must free oneself. GConslder: the average fan has many other interests:
music, poetry, philcsophy., sowe branch of practical science, active politics, active sex,
beer, baseball, slesp for instance, & the time he can give to them is linitad firstly by
his bread¢ 'n butter job & secondly by fandom. And tho sreatest of these ig fandom. Ch,
the big, big buandle of long, long letters alvays to answer; the articles demanded by
far-away editors; the stacks of not-so-good fan-mags to decode from near-ililasibility,
the endleas arpuments about religion, the storms in tea=cups over nudes, the vaporings
about the Hew iworld by children who don't even uaderstand the character of the 013, the
feuds & bickerings of "he said that I said that they sald .cso & »ho paid for it all in
the end? I leave it to your imagimation" styls, & the straln to keep abreast of current
gags & $lan Plans & follow ilsey-Wilsey "speling" (no one wishes t0 keep abreast of
current stf. those days--does anyons read it a3%all?) & bLe patient with carzioon jokes about
robots!

sy old Flat-mate, 370 Clarke, once the rmost enthusiastic fan I ¥new, I notice has
finally stepped from under with characteristic decision, using a logic-tight argument
against VoK audes ns his lever. I cannot but agres with the arinunent. If vou cannet
employ Varsa or "mrner don't zive us those apraling substitutes. Hven sauciness needs a
certain [lalr to be brouzht off successfully, & none of these show it - not even the
flock of rump=branded little zirls belonging to the K~3Ranck. Taste is vwhat ie lacking
(especially in that infantile conception, ths clrcus freak, with tripod la7rs and udder
things t00). 1'm not pretending no nud-s is zood news, hut nlaase think of academy
walls rather than latrine walls. DIut a break with fandom is not Just a break with these
rather wearigome things 1 have listed above. It is a hreak with a whole world, a vhole
structure of rowantic assockations inhadited by old, knovn friends of affinitive outlooke.
And they are a rare group, these friends: I have travelled over 12,600 miles recently &
met hundreds of new people, but 1 havse met no one else who had that outlook or viould not
be lost & bewllderad if put amid the group, This is not to say that I haven't made
friends=-life-long friends, ! believe, in some caseg=-of many witty, amusing & intelligent
& ackuaowledgonble paople. I have only to read "alert® ({ srmy newspaner edifed by SfSmte
sckerman)) to sve that you have made alert of new friends too, & perhaps ars becoring
conscione for the firat time of the world existinz outside stf. These people call that
"reality." It is the place wa are supposed %o be hiding from with our heads in the sancdas
of stf. mhen we come up against the hard "realities” of 1ife our sif. nonsanse isg
supposed to be knocked out of us, & we nut away childish thinzs & dbecore main. T
arown out of findom....” Actunlly in most casas these vords moan the| fellovw ik
of the mora ,juvenile assects of fundom: all the above 1is8, & badaes & fancy-dras
at conventions nnd such. I'm sorry for he who has really growm out of=~vhich ru-ic
away from-=the fan ontlook. There's nothing in that hard, real outer=world thnt !
enhanced & rose-1it & mads wondrous by the cosmic view: every sunsed ray hz muds
significant when thoushts are arousaed about 'artian and yenusian sunsets or "The
Vision” ia wells' "Time Lachine"™; every new diacovery of science means so r:ch rore
the rractised eye sees also the nossibvilities arising from it; the moon is not jusi
laniern in the night sky: 1t is a chailenge; thae stars are not pin-pricks on ralntinga:
they are narivs of the key to the whole universe if thay can only be avamined nand Titied
toge ther; music i3 not a pastime: 1t is a wordless, universal lanzuage; the #raat
novele, ecgo "Var & Deace", are not something apart: they are atbiempis o see AN L
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whola, 1o clagsify it, to put it in relation with Time rast & Time to Come; evan sitting
out little fanily grouns around tho fire, we are not just ifom & Pop & the kids: we are
fellow travellers & explorers through Tlme & Space & tha icysteries thercine
Do I sonund

out of touch with reality? I have known reality. Cnce I lived on bread & jam alon2 be-
causs I ceuld afford nothing else, & walked iniles te save car farea, 1 worked for ten
years at the Stock kxchange & saws the ways of wealth. I have been in the richest &
poorest houses. In the Ariny I have grown intimate with all types of people from minsrs,
laborers, slaughterhouse®men to professional seldiers, musicians, college men & boxers.
1 have watched thase men in peril of death & I have seen them die, not always pleasantl;
or eaglly, 1 have been near snough te daath myself more times than 1 can remember. I
have known life at its greatest discomfort in wuter-logmed fox=holes for wonths at Anzio,
soaked in the uncaasing rain with no hope of drying, hungry. freezing, & constantly
shelled, bombad, machine-gunned & mortarsd for make-weicht. In these condltlons I have
striven to write %ooks and lost tham. Aind re-written them palnfully and lost them
agauln. T have known utter lonlinsss & also the heart-varming comfort of zathsringzs of
friende. I know what love, marriage, & paranthood is like, & what it is like to be
geparated from these things year after year, & what it is like to lose a sen. I've
crossed all the seas except the sc~called racific, lived with 4irabs, studied the teaming
life in tha very sowsr of clvilimatiocn, the Nile ¥alley, gazed and wondered at the
Sphinx & the Fyramids, crossed the ‘astern Desert, fouzht through Tunisia, liven in
Sicilian farmhouses on the slopes of ztna, travelled far & wide in Italy, seelng Naples
and no%t dying and witnessing Vesuvius in no pleasant mood, wandered the streets of
dead Fompell, s2an tha Grandeur That ®as :.ome, ths Orandeur That Is St. Peters, the any=
thing-but-Grandeur that is the Itullsn neasant's home. Consider on2 evening not so long
ag0c 1 had just seen the Hvoal Coward film "This Happy Breed." It was Londen in the raw.
an actual slice of the real London I knew so well, I carried this environment into the
Ronme .pera Hdovse with me, There I saw an Italian opera with a larsely Italian audience,
Ny views passad fror the Cockney's eyas to the dark brown Italian ones. 1 saw as they.
After the Opera tha orcnestra played Tch:ikovsky's "Pathetlique™ Symphony. Now I saw
Life and Death through the eves of that reat sentimental Rugslan. After that I zot into
intimate conversation with the fellow next to me. A lively talkative Hawailan from
Honolulu, He described his home=-life so well & with such imagination that I spent the
naxt half=-hour in Henolulu. Joiln the Army & Sve the %orldl

All shis sounds a bit
melodramatic. I only want to orove that stf. is not just a holthole for people escuping °
from 1life. I have lived a falr amount, & stf. has lost none of its esentinl reaning
through that experience. To me tha imagination is somewhat noarer the heart of things
than "reality." Snld Fleckaer: "iithout Vision, the people merish..." The fan outlook
is my ldea of vislon. T want to keep in contact with fans. Without strings of 4e puns,
bob Tucxer's inspired lunacy, the keen analysis of Speer, the 200d nature of the hard-
working iorojo, the Wahelaisian (?) jocularity of ies Croutch, the immensely readable
efforts of the rLaugherty's & Widnere & many cthers--lord; how ordinary life would becore!

As one who several times neary went with last linzering, lonzing looks, & would no doubt
have soon dorna so had it not been for this eveninz nlone with VoR & ths rmedit:tion
arieing frow same, I swear to you, 4e, who yourself are standing with oue foot in Fort
sacArthur & the other roughly in the direction of the LASFS == I am separating from the

Separist .ovement?}
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£ % 1028 North Broadway, Xichita 5, Xanpas, zives uman in- -

©7 tgresting letter gn ap interesting subjcct.

ixactly what is

eclence=fiction? I fsel that there are no hard and fast rules to h followed in the
matter. I should say that 1t rostly depends on when the story was written whether it
falls into the catezory of science=fiction or not. At loast that is %rue of ona t¥70,

Let us make an asswription. Ye have here a story of the member of the F.B.X a% ahout thiin
time. Ho zoes out on a case and the suthor brings in all rodern mothods of both crime
detection and civilization., wWe consider it 1eraly a goad detective story which carries n
vivid descriptlon of modern life for it-is our own times he is descrilting.
; To a percon
reading the story in 1890, if that were nossible, this sare story would scom to be the
fantastlc ravings of n highly lraginitive writer for nearly evervthing in the story
+ould ba unknown to the people of his time. Thus radio, the alrplane, and such itz
would seem to be utteriy fantastic. The author would probably gain the repusation of
belng a crackpot yet we know that it is siuply an ordinary detective story. '
SimiRarlz
story of life in the 1890's wonld seem fantastic to nersons livinpg in 180C fex - i
the raliroad, steamboat, electric llszhts, etc. instead of soundinz plausnitle o
be the ravings of an opium addict. Knowinz the world they lived in they coulsd ncl .
celve the change that would come in less than a century,

%We can fmagine ths horror of
rerson of the year 1000 on reading of 1800 if that were possible, 1% would contnin o
many things that he had no conception of that he woul? probably drop to his Fnoae ond

gin muwbling his beads in a frenzy of superstitious horror.
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thug 1% can be readlly seen that at least one itype of acience=fiction dspends for its
appaal on the fact that it was writton before the avents vrofess to occur. %han read
af'ter that period the stories often sound wnbelievably silly. Thie e sspecially true
when the author i:nores all scientiflc fact an comqon sonse in writins his tale. Thus
to writa of winged dbattleships which usre ordinary vessels and equiped with series of
bro;d winge which the craw membars run out upon to drop bomdbs only arouses narsea in the
readoTa

Looking over old co_ies of various magazines one contlmially runs across stories
cf thic type which even a child would laugh at for belng so redicnlous: In these stories
“he author just inserts a lot of silly impractical gadgets that even in his dny ware known
‘0 Le out of reasnn. This type of story 1is out of date within a short time.

The second
type of science-fiction ceals with possible events on other worlds. In the absent of exact
infcrmation about anything is permissable. lowever the writer rmist he careful not to
centradict known fact or his story will sound asinine. To illustrate he rust not refer
to the diurnal rotation of llercury or the thick breathable atrosthere on the moon, Nor
must his stories go counter to actual bshavior of the persons involyed. This entalls a
knowled @ of prsychology =8 well as other subjects. If this is neglected the story only
sells Locanse no real stories are avallable.

Tha third type is an attempt to say what
mizht happen if certain scientific theory or fact were used. This is the most compli-
cated of all slnce it ontalls a xnowledge of economics, history, politics, ethics, and
peychology as well as zenaral science. There are few people who can write a story of
thle sort as they ara alwars attempting to make thinge go counter to what hap occured in
the last €,C00 yesrs. If psople have acied a certain way in the past they will act the
same way in the future. Thay «re not going to glve up everything and retire to a suburban
1ife bacause somehody lnyente a new source of nowar. Nor are they golng to rush off to
Jupiter to ba turned into beasts and spend tha st of thair lives endlesssly roaning
the planet just bacause some person told them it would be so wonderful,

Therefore, any
stort writton can %e based on any situation th: auwthor wishes hut once he has laid the
plot he is bound to obey it and must not go coutrary to hias basic plot. Nor may he ige
nore the known laws dealing with tha situation.

Therefore sclence=fiction is an attempt
2o describe what could hLe under certain circu:.atances and in necordance with certain
laws. Otherwlse it ceases to %e sciznce-ficlioi and becories el ther fantasy or sheer une

adulterated blah,
@'_W\O—’W\IQA_M\_ writes from Imperial

Nehraska, 12 (et 47: L

Greetings, Rex and Juck: *all, thanks for sending FANDON SZEAKS.
If I weres not already a subscriber, I think I would send you a sub on the basis of this
first issue,

Hespectfuily. ##

Three things about it--well, mayba, four, but two of thom are tled together
== lo The rezal size; that I dlslike very much; how can you fit it inte letter=size
files? PFule! &, The pink ink, Use Vblack. 3. The space given te imaszing Storles and
Shaver, neither of which merits any attention at all. Tied to this is the gonerally
Juvenile tons of ths letters, nlthough this last does not, of course, apply to all
letters, '

Now for the lettars. ‘chaniel is full of wind--or was, until he wrote that
letter and iet 1t all out. The raecent change in Startling and TS ia all to the goods;
I'm now resading all of every lssue except the HoF story, which, as ierwin says, is often
not up to »resent day standards. i

Rick, as usual, has a 7ood letter, although he should
sue you for corwecting his spelling; takes all the flavor out of his stuff. ((le asksd
us to; -=-but take a look at the Rickletter this issue.)) But, in snite of its other ~oo0d
qualltys, his letter is somewhat spoiled becausa it deals with a tatter of no importance
at alle The Shaver addict is not a potential fan, unless he outgrows his infnatile likes.

Don %ilson, too, deals unduly with 3aP and shaver, hut in his case, there is cois ‘uati-
fication, since his own relatively inncecous re:arks on imazing nolicy rosulted in hics
belng called varlous unsavory names by the redonhtable iir. Po I think Ion's remarks,
incidentally, were much less devastating than those of Tr. “ardner just after the first
Shaver etory appeared; ha disscted the sacalled "scisnce'" in that one and shcwed con-
clusively that various zlerientary and funiwrental laws and principals wore viclatad., h ¢
shculd be sufficlent to end the coniroversy over the authenticity of Shaver's fictlose
The rest of Don's letter, concerning chanzes in the pros and the increase in hgprd-cover
publishing of science=fiction and fantasy, summarizes the situation quite well, althcush
parsonally, I still prefer the tynical aSF story to others.
: Stan Yoolston has a thouzht-
ful, well-writtan latter. I should 1like to mention, however, that a "story'" with no
emotional appesl at all would hardly be a story. You've got to have real, live characters
in good stories, and that means emotion. That, however, does not lean the tyne of
character found ia some magazines, whose thot-processes seem to b8 concentrated in his
figt or his buck-rogars blaster. There are neonle like that, of course, but they aro



lesz interastlng and less important than those who can supplement thelir fieots with tho

brains. Astounding tends to concentrate on characters of the last-named fyrpe; Planet
on thos= of the first group, and the Standard mazs on thnse in between, Wut with p gieady
shift toward the calebrating typma. Largarat St. Clair is doing rather well, sire enourh,
althouszh, as she indicated in har article in “'riter's Zigest, shm is ohsessed with ko
notion that a stf. story must contnin a certain smount of meaningless sylladble=haczh, as
is well exemnlifind in the first sentence of "plety" in the Dec. TWS. Quote ==Frosfi
tossed an avenll wrapper into ths space erviser's part reducer.--linquote. That is the
leuziast "hook™ I ever encountered. Sam surely bousht the story in spite of it, not be-
cause of 1%,

¥offatt's sugwested subjects~=raee prejudice--is one of 1y favorite them:
It has taken up conslderable space in the rast in my PFAPA pud., PHANT#R, and wkll con-
tiaue to do 0. Before I spent five years in the South during the war, I had thought
11ttle on the natter, but those years crystalized my natural antipathy for the follcwers
of uankin and his ilk. It is encourazing to nota that Jackie Robdinson made the ,rads in
baseball, which has long barrad Nesgroes. Evan more ancouraging is the fact that tHarvar
ugsed a N3gro rlayer against Virginia U in Virginia in the Cet. 11 footbal® game, and ths
on the sanie day, thrase Yagrnes were on the Staten Island team that nlayed o %zan in Chare
lottesville N.C. ;

Yan Couvering doesn®t say much, except that he is right in saylng thad
thero isn’t much room for serious fan fiction in the fan publications., 4nd, for that
matter., thers hasn't becn imch humorous fan fiction that amounted to mch, although tha
have been plenty of axamples of very ;0od hwiourous articles and humor in the form of
articles and essays. Tucker, Yerke, and Burbee have/ldo exfelled/excell at this form of
writing. Xeunedy did very well too. But I think Van will have a great deal of troubls
trying to fi1ll a fanzine with humor as distinguished frem the feebler forms of corn which
pass for such in many fanzines.

Carter Loes not have o "new idea." The idea has been
proposed and ciscuased and found impractible time after time in the nast. It is ctill ir
practibls, Th, amount of work invelved ig {2r tuu gremt for any group to umiark upon vat
of tho goodnues of tholr naturess, at approximately cost. And the cost of dodng it com=
mercially, so that the operators could wake a part=tims or vhole-time buasinass of it, is
too high for the average fan's expznge account. I had some li=-papge lassuas of PHANNY
mimeoad cominercially, I cut the stenclle, did the assemhling of the printed shzets, and
the malling=-and the mimeo and paper coet nmounted to about ten dollars per 100-copy
lssue. I thowsht I was getting off very reasonable, t00.

Guerry's comments on the
Shaver wattar don't deserve comment, axcept his nuestion ahout the stadding of the storic:
as fictlon, apart from the clalme of "truth." But, since I haven't read Amazing in ths
pash three or fowr years, 1'm afraid-I cau'l cummaat on- that part edther.

The suggesiic
put forward that some letters migh% be edited ot excerpted has soms merit. For examnple,
if the day shonld ever coms when you get mors letters than you can publish, it migkt be &
good trick to excerpt and publish singzle paragraphs dealing with a single subject curran
ly under discussion.

Which 13 enough for this time.
Sincerely., ##

—~ £ Noy we hear from
CIL(7 » of the Dent, of %lectrical fnmincering. Ponn State Collecs,

/°) Stnte Collega, Penna, (who nsks us to rake snecial mention of his
now gddress, 80 that his mail will reach him sooner) latter dated 12 Cct 47:

sver
since# I received your letter asking me for something for your new fanzin:, I1've bean
planning to write up an article on gome thing that®s hean on my mind for a long time,
ever IL'vae bean so busy lately I just kept putting it off, and the first thing I know =
your maz has arrived, with a new name = "Fandom Speaksi" It isn't quite un to what we'd
been led to expect, but averything considered it ian't bad. (It probably would hmve bteon
bigger if lazy guys like me had come throughl )

So kelaniel thinks fans ara 2ttias Lo
serious ah? Pérhapa if he®d been to the Philcon he wouldn®t think go. Juct o littl
item like seelng Jack Speer, Chan Davie, .-—--  Ron Christensen, nnrd I shosting c¢ff 7
vorks in staid Philly about 4 A.M. ,f‘. #\ (And the cops didn't like it onc bil )

) ; g_.‘rﬂ 'f.‘u‘}.: Py ¥ ¥
I think 1f fans ignorad the Shayer!'i ST s l/jmyetery it would heln iy to Jlo
ural death. The very fact __ /o N\ “in L /o | __~that we are Cighiing again-t
RAP & Co. gives him a basis “ 77 T T TR for rallying his cracihvote

him, Nothing like the ldea of persecut--" ion to draw a group toszether. il i b
Brown, don't forget that Shaver has navar of fered any proof yet for ony of il L]
hzs claimed. The mere fact that he gets a lot of fan letters eeying that thoy oo
volces ste doesn't mean anything. He clalms knowlsdge of caves and peonle in +hoi
on our side, how about leading a well armed group to on2 and glve us soms rcol 2
Remember RAP's offer during the war to lead a group into the caves. He asked Fc-
men in zood health with no family ties. hat a laugh, heknew that any such weore
armed forces and there wouldn't be any to take him up on his offer! You don'i s
offer now that there are hundreds of eager men ready to zo into the cavee) 4a ¢
doing some investigating, how about all ths letters RAP was printing from ficiitiove
people. Wasn't it us fans who exposed that?

Race prejudice, hmm, thera's a fonic 1!


aven.il

could rrally start somathing., The LASFS gronp should fael pretty cheap 1f whas Moffati
says about the recaption 2iven to the Yegre 13 true., On the other hand, a fan group from
down south soinewhere would ba laying themselves wide open for nlenty of troudle if they
attamztiszd to 1at Nagro fans into thelr orizawnieation. I'm afraid this probism 13 tes
much for mae,

Ly vote for the 1950 socketmobile goes to Ton wilson,

Since 1t doesn't
appear as if I will pet any less busy in the near future I have decided to give up the ar-
ticle ldea and just make a few comments in this letter about my original tonic, In the
bctober Amazlang there is a letter from a fellow named Snell concarning an article nre=
vicusly publishad adout an Zlaciroancephalographic machine (hereinafter abbr E3G). It
seams that Snell feels that this machine could Y% used as one of Shaver's tel=augs to re=
cord thoughte for transmission or storage. He also thinks 1t could be used as the brain
charger describad in nnother of Shaver’s stories. MNAP chuekles and sars that the telaug
served as an inspiration for the improvements and developments made on the ERG by some
supposed Navy technicians. The claim is alse made that a nerson's intelll rence is direct=
1y rroportional to the amplitude of his alpha rythm,

Let's look at some of these state~
ménte, First, lat's slear up the watter of anthority - why I can dispute or dony thesge
claims, It just happens that I spent 18 months in the army as an =24¢ technician, during
which time I ran tests on over a thousand patients. 4lse, I'm a graduate electonics en~-
gineer, if that counts for anything. (0f course Shaver says we don't know anything, yet
his space visitors are always kidnapping our tachnicians!) For the honefit of those of
our audisnce who have rever heard of the g machine, 1% is simply a very c»32isils buils
sengitive radio receiver which picke up low freguency signals by meane of small electrodes
which are fastened to the head by one of helf-dozen different methods. From thess elec—=
trodeg (which are nothing more than special antennas for a localized reception), the sig=
nal is passed through ths ampliflers and increased in strength about fifty millionfold and
then this voltage is uesd to drive recording nens which make a rermanent record on a long
roll of naper,

Ordinarily, a normal braln wave rocording conslete of waves of about 8 to
12 cycles per second, and whose amplitude is constany at anywheraa from 10 to 100 microe
volts. (One microvolt being one millionth of o 701%s) This dominant rythm is called the
Alpha rythm. Another type of normal record hag no dominant rythm, it consists merely
of a low voltage fast waveform with no distinsuishable frequency. Before I go any fupther,
I must remark that when I say normal I = apeaklag only of the physical condition of the
brain. A person insane for only mental reasons would have anormal = recording. The
machine is used to detect cases of epilepsy, brain tumors, and various other diseases of
the brain. For example, a braln #umor woulg bo indieated by abnormal waves from the part
of the braim in which the tumor wae located. Paotit mal epllepay is indicated by 2 or 3
slow waves each followed by a sharp splko, ver second, coming from all parts of the brain.

The highest significant frequency recorded on the Eip is about 35 or 4G eycles per second,
occuring in grand mal epilensy. Above this frequency at 60 cps you hit the muscle no=
tentials which are ten or fifteen times as strong as brain waves and blot them out com-
pletely = so the machine has filters which limit the frequencfes recorded te those below
45 cpaa

My E3G redord consists of medium amplitude Alphy rythm of about 11 cns. The ampe
litude is relatively constant, ,9 1a the cuse with mout M3'se  whot “0ovy this wnean?
Well any raclo engineer would say that with constant gmunlltude there was no amplitude
modulation? And with a constant single fraequenay, there is no frequency modulation% Wheme
thend 1s the modulation which is necessary if intelligence (meuning intelligant sipnals)
is to be tranamittsd? These aren't the only types of modulation, thare is algso s pulege
modulation, But ths brain waves are not pulses, Wt sino wavea,

Another thing, in modern
communication, the carrier wave is of much higher frequency than the modulating wave, 1In
the case of the brainwave, we have the supposed carrier wave with s frecuency of only
12 eps. The braln modulation wave would have to e of lower frequency than this, ang if
such existed (as a modulating eimal), it would he impossible to carry the amount of ine
telligence that our thinking impliss. That is, nudio modulation reguires frequenciass up
to 15000 ecpg to convey full intelligenee; t:levielon requires frequancios up to suveral
million c¢ps to convey a picture that will be acceptadlae te the eya; and therciora thoughi,
which is often considered as a mantal rloture, must require very hiph frequancies %o con=
vey the full meaning. I'm afraid this Job is a little beyond the EZG meching, It'a 1ils
an iAfrican native tryinz to nick up New York with only the powar suppls part of o radic,
Thers's just too much lacking.

4bout the daors haing the inpirators of the deialepment
of the E2G. I doubt it very much. This machine was developed over a peviod of 40 or O
years, by some very stald sclentific nwinds who kept pace with new ady nces In vsrious
seisntific fielde, applylng all ncssibls improvements to this machine. % Jjust happenod
that th2 clsctronic industry was in gp gocd goslition just before the war to melrs the
mechine sansitive enough for some rractical use to be made out of 1t. 4nd so *he armad
Torces grabbad it up and zave 1% lots of publicity and neonls got the idea that it was
another war time invention, 4a for Navy Ilmprovements, mayde so, but I doubt it. 4n en~
zingsr named 4. }. Grass makes the official model for the armed forees, and does so with
the understanding that if there are to bhe any changes or rapairs made in the equinmant,
it goes back to him, Authority for that statemsnt is war Dapt. Tech Bulletin 75 ¥uD 74,
article 4. But as T say, maybe the Navy is differant. Perhaps by this time vou om¢ the
idea that the k4G is usegq to detact dbrain veculiarities in the same way that you would



ilstec to a motor purring to see if 1t sounds all risht. %ell that is the ?dea I've bee
.rying to out :icross, Ona morz thing., wivut the matter of o [6rouvi's I wela, vsrectly
proportional te the amplitdde of his ajipha rythm, that is a new one on m3. As I ;ai:v
1I'va only got some 11CC tests to base my conclusions on, and thay don't come to‘tnatc
sccording to an IQ test I took in 1943, 1 have an I of 180, I ecraduated from N.U: with
honors, and I*ve always be2n considared falrly intellizent = and my alpha rythm is only

a woakx xedium? And there was that seini idiet that I had tc promise a discharee %tc in the
arny = he had the stronrest alvha rythm I aver saw! (I promissd him a discharme so he
would keen quiet and take the test.)

Al of this doasn't mean however that thesre 1s no
hope for mind reading machines. 1In fact 1 moy do some research ocn the sudblect for g th'nxnp
But there are a few flrys ia the ointuent. For examply, first we have to detect the thougnt
waves = by that I mean obtain somo 2lactroimonetic radiation that we can say is definately
due to thourghts Naxt we have to moke a receiver which will recelve these radiations with-=
out distorting thair intelligzence. This 1sn't so sasgy when you think adout it. ‘DMake your
broadcast band receiver. Just that alone would never tall you that ther: wer:» such things
as amateur statlons. It takes a pretty complicnted recaiver to- get all the lon: and short
wave Acho stations. But if you had that, and only FV statione ware broadcasting, your
complicated radio wonidn't do you much good. Neither an j.0i. or Fel . radio would zive you
any hint of radar signals, nor would you make any senss out of televislnn signals. The
requirements for each are so differant, Well, vwhat kind of" sicnal is the thought wave =
Aoiios Folow Talevision type, rulee type, or ?7? You can't build rour receiver until you
know what it is you want to recelwe, nnd you don't know what you are looking for until you
can plek it up. It's quits a prodlam., If there are any Deros lisisning in, they could
help a lot by sending me the circult diagram tonight when I wo to bed. IY1l be waltingl

Sincorely, ##

g Lﬂ;ﬁ\; (? hag hls spy from 1C553 S. Lowney, Dpwney

L£alif, 24 gept &ZJE}

1t*s really Amazing...00%hs, mustn't use that worde.. %0 think of what
can hapren in a ménth's time. Caldwell and Wil=on are fim friends... (the lion and the
lamb shered a bed...) 4nd, to top it all, I KAVE DiCIDED TG ;AKE SING NOMWN FANIGM® 5
UNLY FUNZINE. Keen, huh?

SN/FOF that 13,

b Well, sinee this has ter be controversisl,
I°1L put my two-bits' worth in the raging turnoil. S, Vernon Fclanlelle has a good peint
there..l too have noticed the sad lack of all and sundry humor hyar and thar. I hope
HeSpaniel is cheared up by the notica in the first parasranph. Which is undoubtedly en=
cloged in quotation marks. What's the slant, ods? You're pudblishing cemplete letters,
you know, not just quotes therefrom. Thay don't goute Xuttner's yarns in TWS. deo they?
Nor van Vogt's in aSF? 0K, you jet it,

Your foirmat good...in fack excellent. But what

did the cover represent? Did itty boy durn pingsrs pwaying wif wocket.?.nafty ole wocket.
tank pank. And what is the sssorted crud on zround before him? ((4sk Tom.)) Iooks like
a Christmas necktie soaked in polka-dot paint, and then strained thm marmalade souffle,
What a horrible thoughto.a.

On the Shaver decal: Aggmed, 1t does sound fantastlc...but
that's provably the only reason.they preeented it to fandom. Agreed, the storiss are not
0 Bot as reading matter either...but my gosh, the ingtant he opened his mouth every hote
head in fandem jumped in with bYoth feet and with earmuffs on. Seems a litile half=cocked
for Broad=-minded'fans. 4nd don't bother to lable me a3 "pro=shawer"...I°m certainly not.
I dislike reading his junk as well as the next...but Ray Cumnings was as bad if not worse,
and he wrots some @004 stuff t00...THHZ LAN ON THE wnXlOR I think was his becst. And as
long as falmer wants to f111 his iag with {t, that's his business, It certainly did*nt
hurt his mage circulation anyhow. And then p20ple like Don and Rick r'ared wp and roared
in a volece of righteous indignation, antagonizing him; catehing him in a =0f% epot with s
low blow when he was only trying to up hig circ a bit. Palmer was a fan himself before
he wue wn ed, and to have fandem turn ugainst him at n time like that was like having
your best frlend pound your car with a sledgshammor. The car you had just fixed up ta
go farther, faster, and smoother, at no slight cost,

I can see *@n now...cloglng in.o..
they've got me trapped....thelir dark eyes burning from shadowed, saunt acen....27nzas...
clogers...weakly, I babble, for mercy, for pity, for a quick death...closer, clozar dru-c
the eerie, silent circle of black-clad pursuers....one, the tallest, ralses n rgunt, rege
stained hand....only one word he utters, like the tolling of a death-bell in a far-awer,
mugly tower, under ths unresting seac...

"Pre~Shavert" sSibilantly, their cloaks mietic..
stoel flagnes in the moonlisht as thelr arms swing high...NO! NOY I wag only mokipe
& controversial letter to FS! I LIDN'T NMEAN IT! AAld4Aasnnnas.

Well, you ses nhatl I
mean., Time=bombdas in my mail,..octupussies in tho »athtudb...rattlesnakes under my piliov,
saojust for saying maybe Palmar was just trying to st somsthing new inte his mag, in=
stead of the accepted theory that he's trylng to furn fandem into a dbunch of neurotiec
persecution complexses wandering around looking for caves, bronge tablets, and weird Lsams
of light a% tha foot of their beds, :

Well, Rex, I rust sisom off. O0Oh, yes, you ten, Jack.
Gaa how glad I am that 1 am the only editor for Sine Nomen, which is Fandem®s Only Pun-


ampliti.de

szing, sube gix for g quatah, five centavos aplece:. 3 will B2 ditioed at Son 4nsslmo,
will feature artwork by Jordy Cockroft, me, and raybe soire others. So for a gocd laff,
send to---aiduwkiikki Choke! XKaff koff. Fardon me, folkse, but I Just 70t a bfue pencil
Iin the laynyx, %¥inall, hattser luck next time... 2 i

: P wha
simng himgelf dam%, writes from his new address ) @' /‘?"{— I

&% Box 1.67, Wemphis, Tann,.

Pandom Sn2aksd 1 —
recelved, read and thoroushly enjoyed. Bufore I gat wound up in one of mwy favorite wsudbe
Jects, and forget about 1t, my vote poes to S.V. Nolamielbletter Cor the best in the
issue, All the lettars were fine and the aditorial well done, although, in iy opinion,
the duplication jeb on Jowett's cover could have been done with more palnstaking ears,

I was g¢lad to see Len “offatt's letter. He is a man after ny own heart. By all means,
go on including controversial subjects other than scisnce fiction and fantasy in FS. It
makes for more varlety and interest. Len’s opininns on prejudice are shared dby mysélf
{ see DISCOURSY %ITH 50 LDBZERG in Necrowancer ;1) and I'm sure Yy iny other fen., I was
particularly interosted in his remark which stated that fans ahove all should be above
any sert of racial nrejudices. I have always held fandom, active or otherwise, head and
shoulders above the averase intelligent heing. A nommal person, althouzh intelligent,
very often does not seem to have the power to reason things out for himself. He has de-
pended on the teachinzs of others and accepnted in all sullibilify these teachlnss with=
out gquestion in many lnstances. kvidence of this, of courase, would hs the varizsry of
religions, and the 1inane superstitious beliefs incorporated in their doctrines. Fans, on
the other hand, surely must pospes, to some extent, the power of reason. If we blindly
accepted the banal trivialities of conventlon and the often extreme "truths” laid down
by the various religious groups, we would not, to my way of thinking, take such delight
in our favorite tynpe of literature. =rgo, 17 a fan can resson for nimsslf, a prejudice
toward any of his fellow beings as a race is highly unlikely.
: Livine where 1 de, among
the poncorn eaters and horse-opara enthusiasts, I have many an opportunity to observe at
at flrst hand prejudices held azalnet cne particular race of psople. Ignorance, of
courge, is the primary factor involved, dut aven if ignorance were congquered, hate would
stlll ran rampant in many becauss they were brought np with it and did not think and
reason for thamselves,

4 very good case in point would be fan Lional Imman of Ripley,
Teannassee who is wall known throughcut fandorm. Lionel, althoush dbrought up with intoler-
ance and hatred on all sides, today has no racial mrejudice whatsoever, Ilie had a great
deal to ovarcome, but, because ne could rsacon for himself, hs did overceme 1ito

So, I
repeat, hoffatt's statement that fen, more than any, should b“e sans raclal hatred holds

water in my chamdber not. What do you others think?
Sinceraly. ##

Sl 8. &zl

Not having a gripe about any-
thing in garticular nor any legitimite reason to do so, 1°11 try to take your FS /1 as
T come to it and attempt to add som:thins to what 1 coasider a fakrly GOCD THING,

1s next, writing on the 12th of Oet. iHis address:s NATS, VR=8
Bx 53, Honolulu, Oshu TH, g/0 FoP.0.. Sapn Francisco, Calde

The
death of VOii didn't mean as muech to me as it did to must since 1 came in late and probabe .
ly have z22n a total of 6 issues altogether. (The most it meant to s was the anticie
pation of a certain sexy litho of the sexlese sylph etec from THz “WORLD BRLOW = which turn=
ed out to be an anticlimax).=S0o your (as yet) little 'zine will stand on lts own merits
20 far as I am concerned. I like the 1dea of FS and hoye it hecomes suilty of hoth real
worth and longevity.
To the lattars: there is practically a three-way tle, but I will
place Lkielaniel firat, ioffatt second and Carter third,
NeDniel has an excellent points
Mndom seemg to be tryving tno hard to outgrow its youth —= there seem %o e visibdle
gigns of genility already. 1 am just an interested ovserver, dbut it roally seems that
those outside FAPA ars having lean times. Will the nlaces of Le8Z and The (1:nd) &colyte

ever ba filled? ((.4nd Voli7))

Row it will only regquire that KeD:niel issusz a fanzine
himself %o prove his point in earnest rather than in humer.
noffagt, whose thasie g ~n-
tirely different from the above, has my s:ntimente exactly. Bis '"zZrejudice agnlnst
prejudice™ is rather imddy, dut the mesmning is clear. Subject attitude (race~yve julio: )
iz only one of the many "unsane’" fnctors too nrovalent today and which make the "whitier-
ors" despalr, These "unsanltles" poesidbly account in nart for =such a nrspondsmrance of
“"werld destruction” stories by StP authors. 4am I right thsre?
1 sgree with Leh 99
44/10(% end would like to mee a rroper anawer to his query ( re-phrasad slightly): "Are
fans psople who think?" I suspect that an accurate survey of fandem would show lass te
our cradii than ws like;

Lin Carter's idea developed { by FFoundation, for a bottsr ine
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stanze) would probably enrich fandom ton=fold. The fan who has not the facilities to
publish wouid take advantage of 1t and the many pagsifans like myseelf interjecting an
occasional one- or two-shot rag would save many hidden talents from limbo, & "cesgte
plus” plan would #kk& pay for both advertising and distribution (hoth by the Foundation?),
Gh, 4e=with-the~Fouadation, don't let such an idwa g0 to wastel?

For D. Wilsen's bene=-
£it:  the whole haveXap tempast ( including Lomurian orisins) has left me cold. I
think this is more or less an echo of RaP;, buts Is there sufficient reason that fandom
should try to force its asthtic opinicas on Falmer or ZAff Davis. 4 less loosely ore
ganiged fandom might formulate an intelll::nt rosolution stating its majority views
to RaP = and that is all I would allow it. RIP RaP!

I've said 2nouch,
Definatelys H#

%frﬂ/ Noskowits gays driefly:
Your succi3gor to "Yolee of the lmagl-Nation", "Fan=

dom Speaks!™ received. Thanke very much for sanding me n trial copy. I'11l try a few
nore and see how they sult mae,

The one suzgestion 1 wounld like to rake is that you pudb=
1ish or rather print your text in a’' largar type face. Frankly its n strnin on the ayes
reading that size typewrlter tyos 1n mlimographad reproduction, and I'd be satisfied
with less text and sasler reading.

Bast Wishes. A##

Billiei ~2_Q__ Randolph, from

No-one snems to be able to ngree whether
the Shaver Systery 1s a hoax or not, but must of the active fans s3am to think it's an ad-
vertising, imoney-muking schzme.

x«954 Tidden Avz, L3 34, Cal, says 20 ot =7:

I kaow that 1 do not let this gilly stuff in the letter
column interfure with my :njoyment of Lhe raading raterial. After finishing the storles,
I read that dbunk, and zet a good iauzh out of 1it,

I don't deny that the discovery of
caves is fglse, thire may be meny such, but thi idea of dero and those things is arrant
nonsenseo .,

Some paople may b2 antually deluied into actually delieving this, and rer=
suade themsalves that they experienced thcse stran:se things. But overyone belisyes in
the power of sug estion, more or less, and I %2li:ve this is the explanation of most
of the letters in Amazing.

Shaver and Palmer »robably started this rumor and relied on
the gullible rpublic to carry tha ball along. Also thse mysterious Flying Discs helped
the thing farther. :

1 want to 91y, in coaclusion, that the Shaver kys<tery is cnly halped
along dy all thls comment, but 1t doesn' t hother me to ba lnpbled "Traltor". #eh, heh.

Sincerely. ##

VR s
e ¥/ i (¥has n si-mature!) sneaks from 5 Cleve=
/

bridm 38 lass, 4 Qct 47
In the beginning, as my

astounded dbrain first | /comprohendod the tremendous bdbreadth and depths, and, oncs in a
long while, hecights, V which engulfed fandomania, I decided that I would subscribde to
one good magazine of stories, one guod lettersine, and to any others which were forced
upon me by close assnciation with the editor or some other situation. Thus, as yon
have g0 kindly sent to me Fandmspks (ush! I hate those contractions), I am taking this
opgortunity to subscridbe! 2nclosed you will €ind a dollar. Presumadbly, 1f fendom
souras upon meé, I can stand it for a year. ‘lonthlisines are too exponslve. With al=-
most any other type, I could pay a dollar and expest to roceive to racelws copiass (or
my money back) for the rest of my natural life.

land St. Cam=

A8 for the best lstter? Guerry Irown
has far and .way the btest commonts on Shavar l'ystury, when so s.uye that we are entlilad
to our private vpiniuns, dut what ean fndm do about it anywsy? SoV. !ie Daniel on the
dying out of the Klder Fans (Glubd Clud) wae armusing and quite correct. Aifter all, it
is the privilege of ;geniuses (or should I say genii) to be mad in certain ways, st leantc
Y¥c Danlel wine on letterstyle. s
Incidentally. 4 stenciled cover can ba improved My
letting the author scridble directe=-yah! It can b3 done, and it glves the superior
pattern the magter's touch, (boost for Jewstt) Incidentally, what 1s happering tc tho

goor guy? (on the cover of (October)

'Pis my thought that if one has a dislike for
deros, then one deesn't nead to read Amazing Stortes. I naver do, in spite of Ton Wile
son's commenis, "AS has come up quite a bit recently", I don't think I've missed anye
thing. 1 have trouble enough being philosophical about A=Science Fiction’s etomic war
pattern without going to other »ros.

This 1s short enough te ba worth reading. Xrpge,
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I shall stop hers;

(no sign=-off) H##'

: 7
{ they're setting worset:) /
drops us a few lines from ;; San Maelmo gve. San Anselmo, Cal, ¥ Ock 4%

I°11 skip
all comments on your mag, except to say it's good nnd g0 right on to the sudject at :
hand. Caldwell v, Sneary and Wilsena

I feel in the first place that Sneary has done
ms a great wrong in putting my "mercenary" lendurness before everything elss. For the
information of one Rick Sneary.l have nsver said anything about a nersonsl loss of
originals due to the metien against RAP. 1 sald 1t was a damn shame that fandem had
to lose tha suppert of an active interseted party like the Z-D pub, ee. just becauss
soms neople thinlk with their fea. inetead of their heads. I used the YF origlnals an
example of how R4P help was lost. 1 have not, and this fact can he substantiated by
the Cocroft brothers Gordon & Jehn, kapt out one orlzinal for myself, they have all
gong or are golng to the memders of YF. What do you sar about that, Rick? 4lso since
when is 1t ealled "erawling in hopee for!a bone! when a person sticks up for a fric nd
who ip falsely accused., I have dons Just that. Re.p {e.my friend, as such I consider
it my duty, no privilege, to defand - himr" &, ﬂxch as Bwould you, or friend Sneary if
any unfair attacks were made aga.i net1youo

e e T squolch the
vomitable Nr. Sneary, who has in the paat pnid fhat anyone who sticks up for Rap must
bave no self-rogpect., He also said he )mpws ]spma who do stick up for ! w and theyw
don't have any., This is a definnte alurla@ainst nu character and as such I resent It
I realize that Rick was soeaking 1mpersocm“1%y but Just why doos he say I have no salf-
respect. I have in my nossesaion a ann'l'l ) pom'itten, partinlly durnsd (on nurposc)
littie missive that Rick sent ma, .It con rn a 'sex mad suy and & girl=-=Rick dburnci
it in appropriate nlaoces but I atil ad e. L] resgect. Huht

‘%8 11_‘3:9 g e TGl AT oy
Wilson a much more eatisfnctory opponent fhan jﬁl i maybe this is Wcauce Ioa
have already thrashed it out in persoml 'lo'c"t’era.. ﬁ'owever. T willideland 5y as )i
some of the remarks he madeo 3
" Don. says £11m spo{q Tor Young Fandem. I did not. noc me
than he claime he did not speak for farﬂom.\ Wone with a copyr of Luwiney «m: nocur
himgelf of that. At the end I made a nabuloue remark about "us". I wau nol oof
to YP, but to those who felt about this Shaver Yystery as I do.
I geem to havz tur
211 attacks off myself this time, u.nd I lnvite Inn and Rick te try agaln., Fot onl
xt afford me with some priceless. humer (in t.hese axpansive timps) but it 2ivenn
zine to have a good feud in it. oo
Incidentally (volug coming) the forthcoming iec
Lunaey 1z going to have about 7 or B lettats concerning that odltorial I wroic abe il
Don Wilson. It's golng to be quite a thing. . I used every one 1 mot and gnese vho
wae in the mimordty of favor? hay‘be you'rp mg\t and maybe you're wrong.
Well, I'm
about worn out from the terrifie amount of will»power I had to exercios in writins



ova. After all, how many reams of paper do you want me te "bum up”,?

I%m afreid
shig latiar which was to be a seorching defense of Rap has turned intc a dafenss of
GFC. But as for Rap 1'1l gay this. I°m for him until he®s proven gul@ity. 1In this
land of fresdem {?) a man is assumed innocent dntil preven quilty, at least I slwys
thought se and Hap on basls of evidence sworn agalnst him is as spotless a= a nev=bern
babs-=how many of you can say the same?

Woll I tried my best to insult everyone, will
be back naxt time with bigger and better ones.
“To 11ell With Fandom"
wo’re a bunch of lonusas.
Antagonistically yours. ##

% \/ Z {aka Joe Xennedy) favors us with one of his imimitable misesives frem 84
10 66’ Baker Ava, Lover NJ, 4 Oof A73

S One of the most cheering items to hit my rmile

box in -= lo% == numberless moone was the firet issus of FANDO SPZAKS., You really
managed to cram the mag with live=wire, abserbing stuff from nage ore te the back cever!
Really an enjoyable job. neatly nroduced, too. To say the very least, FS is a werthy
succegsor to VOM =— it even captures some of the hard-to-defins spirit of that mm-
orable latterzine, altho the contributors are di fferent. VOICL OF THE INAGX=NATION was
the kind ¢f a fanzine that you sit down and raad thr completely with a great deal of
pleasure; there was nearly alwaya something to make you astop and think, Whether or
not you sgreed with the letter-writers , and even tho blamed little of the centents
#a89 within a light-year of being "deathless prese", VOM wag inevitably a heck of a

lot of fun. FANDO: SPEAKS, I think, 1s that kind of fanzine too.

The mag seams juet
about the right size for cemfortablae resding as is, nnd litho cevers are an expensive
felderol == so this fan will be well content if future issues keep up to the top=notch
standard dot with issue #1.

Se Vo FcIanizl's missive was a dazzling tour de forcal
Ho's got my vote for top letter of the issus, with Don Wilsen a close second. Sifandem
definately could use a shot in the arm. During the twelve months following the Pacifi-
con, I think post=war fan activity hit its lcwest ebb, with the decline of the NFFP,
growing discontent in LA (which had teen otsf's meoca during the war years), the fal-
tering of FAPA, and the slackening=off in ths ran rublighing field. This may have been,
to use a slightly eshakey generallzation, just the Laekwash of disillusionment which hit
the whole country right after Opsration A=fomb. Ycu could see it's effencts everyvhere
== not only in the stfield. CI's were chot tack into civvies in hundreds of thousande
at a clip, with attendang difficulties for them to re-adjust their outlooks s mdden=
ly, and fer civiliandom to ba prepared for 'om, Laek of housing. Food shortages. In=
adsguate school facilities. These were the receultis. Alse FAving poliGlieal big-vheols
a chance to w lster thelir porularity, tho nation abandoned wartime checks like rationling
and price oeilings a Vit too suddenly. Rosult: a besutiful, rapidly=-swelling case of
inflation. And there it was. The peace we'd all looked forward to since '4l. 4nd a
damned disappointing peace it was. Tha resy dreams which had kept a nation flghting for
four years went POP all of a sudden =- like the pretty, sudstanceless bubbles that they
Were.

Same way in fandem. During ths war, fans belstered merale {which took a beating
when ASTONISHING, SUPZR SCIENCE, SF, and all the rest disappeared from the stands, and
others published less frejuently) by thinking of the glorinus renalssance of scisncae-
fiction which the end' of World %ar II would Wwing. "There'll be progines galore ...
degenp of new fan projects ... terrific new authors ..." So we thought flve years ago.
Everybody knows that the pala réturm of stf which we'd been droolsomely awalting == just
didn' t come. So it seems te ma that the cynical te-hell-vl th=everything attitude whioch
hit actifandem in latae '46-uarly '4? ien’t hard to undemtand.

Since the Philcon, tho,
fanning seems to ba picking up. Promising new fan mage are appearing, end ~sining
prestige (2000 AD, DR#Al QUEST, SPACATEZR, LOXYGEN, PANDIL SPEAKS, etc.). New nroz aie
no longer mere dreams. ‘I sincerely beliave that 743 will be a doem year for aotifsnuingg
mebbe ths old guard will be taking a beckseat, but the brand-new fans snould be
blazing new trails e'er stef's horizen. Gads, how voetic. Ah, well....

Rick Sneary's
cemmuniqus was of interest as ngual. Young Fandom is an orzanizatlon which easms to
get remarkably little publicity. How come, fellars?? .. 4s for Tom Jowati's fenr that
"RAP could if he wanted ruin fardom®, I'm inclined to ba skeptical. I den't ©elicve
there are many promising recruits for active fandom among the devotees of ths chaver
tripe; nor does it secm likely that other prozine editors would exile fans from thoir
reader=gections, following Palmer’s example =- 1 strongly suspact that I erwin, Camphell,
Gnasdinger, and Payne have vary littls sympathy for ANAZING. The fact that HAP® 5 donaticn
of originals to Young Fandem helned tura George Caldwell into an npostle of AIAZING
STORIES somewhat lowers this 'umble one's personal estimation of Jawge's intslligzneae.

Is Ray Palmer sincere in his support of Shaveriana? I°m danged 1f I knew == but ona
thing's certain, Ray is sure as hell raking in the greenbacks by the bales?! Here in
the eant, many fane are thoroughly sick of hearing ahout the whole thing. svery atiampt
te pass anti=Shaver resolutions in fan clubs and conventions has failed. Wwhy? Beeauses



ssi=cenot fans like Shaver? Hardly. But most guys around here refuse 1o
.hing seriously. They point out that mzguments and resolutions ars futiioe,
a0tifane say, the Shaver saga will rumble onward anywsy. ‘They point cut that pree
fassional writers don’t want to support the anti-ghaver campafgns, for fear cf ruining
their ohanoes of selling %o Z=D ( howsever slim those chances are theee days, with AS=T%4
badly overstocked, from all reporis). Ther point out that Shaver and Palmer have over;
rignt to =ay what they danged well pleame. They »noint out that assects and pseudo=pro-
phets thrive on persecution. They point out that actifan campaipns sgalpat Z-D woulcd
gnly give Rap inore publicity. They argue that 21D might attempt 1eaal action egafnat
gc-.n opnoaition. All over the eastern seaboard, fans are so completely bored and dise
gustod with Shaverism and anti=Shaverism that they'd rather just forget the whole
thing then plunge into flery arguments with fellow fantasts.

Jaok Speer at the Phiicon
polnted out that passing a resolution egainst Shaver might not be completsly futile,
Spser .arguad that ench a reselution would give literate wrlters (such as Baring=Sould
of Harper'sg far2) something to quote in order to prove that organized actifandom die=
likes AMAZINGY In any event, an actifan campalgn against Shaver seems highly unlikely.
For what fanbslleves fanatically enough in the sanctity of sclence=fiction to undertake
a long, tedious, weary., and bitter fight agalnst §°D == a fight which might possibly
nave costly and devastating legal repercusaslons -- chearly out of devotion %o a hobby?
1% would be much more profitable and constructive, if you're an ultra=idealist, to
attaslk astrology, occultism, and other baloney=-di spensers.

[ o}
Y

Leave us tilt an eyebrow
in Guerry Brown's direction for the obgervation, "There hasn't been gne single thing
about the Shaver liystery that has been proven false by actifane?’ Possidbly Guerrv never
read Tom Gardners authoritative dissections of the scientific Wwiders in the Shaverupt-
lons in FANTASY CEIMENTATOR. Gardner, one of the nations more prominent scientists,
and a Ph, D. at that, blasted bloody heck out of some of Shaver's net delusions. But
even g0, Guerry, you don't accepi a thing Yacauss it hasn't been nroven false! Not un-
less you subscribe to the Palmer theory that "only a fool would refuse to accent a
thing until 1t has been proven" philogsophy! If this is the case, I hereby proclaim that
I am the 1iving reincarnation of ths Graat Buddna, ruler of a race of saven=tentacled
grulzake living in the swamps of Hmge —= AWD I L4FY YOU TO PRBVZ K% WRONGLY And
there've been cases of fans influencing prozine nolicy. The Wollheim suit of WONDZR
STORIES was a contributing factor to the mag's =witching pullishere. One of the
reasons SCHENCE-FICTION STORIES collgpsed was that active fans weren't interested
enough in the mag to send in comments, Aek loundes. And, more recently, Sam Ferwln has
been senslitive of fan opinions == the criticicm "Sarge Saturn™ received at the ESF4,
and.Lfrom fan maill, led %o the downfall of the Xonusguksiing space &g
Lin Caxrter’s
suggestion of a fanzine-publishing Pureau ie latriguing. But who's gonna do all the
work of mimeoing and stencilling, if the mag's editor won't? lost fan publishers pre=
fer to do their own siencilling and duplicating ~= unless they lack typewrliters and
mimee e, But $ypers can be rented quite reasonnbly in most towns. A4s for mimeoing ==
mebbe the NFFF could solicit volunteers with mimsos to run off stencila for duplicator-
less members., What think?
A twenty raygun salute to Len Moffatt®s swell commentary
on the stupldlty of racisl prejudice. The only thing I can say is that I'm heartily
in agreement with Len's sentlments. And so ends a missive which should!'ve ended leng
before thipl
Sincerely. ##

“The Sage
Ouhf' %

returnst
with sn wnedited letter at lasth Ip g letter dated 8 Oct 47, _Qg Lyp_z

well, nice
cover, I think the shadow should bs a little darker,.But outside of that it was fine,

Frankly S.Vc.Danlel was a little confueing. Are fans syupid and dieing out or braoiny
and destand to rule the world. Well anyway he did sneek a few words of wisdom. Thic
Loster in human fom that insist on hiding behind a bueh all the tims 1s trying to teor
down the past..Down with Willmorth. Down with him and his cry "heer is the only true
ghod". Arise all you belivers in the might of the great FoePoo. Yaa, even ycu lowly
and groveling belivers in that other falee religion ghughu, you to arise. In this tinc
of cricens we must forget our comman hatered and band together and sweep the balivars
of beernemia to the fartherest reaches of infent space. Arise, I say, and fipht. Lo%
are mity weapons Poe and yobber ba turnaed on this beening and his followers.
koffet

eaye eomething about Ackerman (All Hall) bringing a negre-=fan to the ciub and the men-
bers cold=shouldered him. I' hope some one who knews answers this. I'd like to know
if they really are as low as that. Ofcourse some of the things fandem is hearing nov-
days about the LASFS would seem to back it up. 1t is to bad in a way., that w3 can't
take test to see who should called fans,.sThere nseems to b® a lot that call themsslf
fana that arsen't,

well it is Oct., and we thatare in the NFFP will be findlng out who
is running for what. Carlpen tells me he has at last found someone to put out the G=(.
So the platforme for fan running for office will get out. (Let ws all hope wnywsy.)



I needn’t mention that 1t will be the firet copy of that cinb zine sance early Spring,
( Zrakinc a Constitutional law.) Ofcourse 1 den®t have to tell vou who Is $o blamo.
%idner did a poor Job as Ses. Tres. nnd no Jeb at all as Pres. It seems to be the
only ides started this year, Fantasy Aspecks, { Pandoms Readsrs Diges$) has falled after
ene issuse, This 1dea has some merit for the mew fam that ham?t been able to get all
the zlnes yet. Also for the bumy fan that can't read all the zines he gots., But as 1%
cost the club $20... Well I hardly think 1t worth it,

Another thing, vhen is the NFFF
goinz to get tough about the money that is owsd it. From one old Sec. that took the
money with him, and a nother fan that stili owes the club $40 or eo. Friendship ie
fing, but the club is for all,

One can no% put all the bdblame on Widner tho. Tho he
didn'% do anything, I haven't heard that he stoped any one elce, &nd as the V=P and
Directore last year had a lot to say, and do, I don’t see why they couldn't this year.
As Dunk saye. Last year the 1ldea seecmed to be to get 0ld tryed fans into office. Ha.
It scems they all were so 0ld they slep$ all year. How about some new blood this year.

Allright, so this 1s a campalgn speech, is there anything wrong with that. When fans
gron't Internsisd enough to campaln, no wonder they don't do anything in office. Yesh,
1 want to be a Director. And by darn I'll be tha best Director I can, or you well knew
the reason why. 1 happen to catch cold like a dog does fles, and so I gpeed most of my
tire at home. 1°11 have time to do any amount of work the office will demand. 4And
1°11 personly answer to any fan that don't like the wgqy things are beening dons,
: Al1 X
ask is you put me in, and give me a good guy like Dle Tarr to work uwnder. And if the
NFFF den't do something in 48, will I'1l be happy to resigm and move to San Francisce. ##

.-“'/‘.
7
~&m~..~;:z::::) {Chandler Da¥is) ngsteards 7 Oct 47 from Porkins 76, Cambridse 38 kass:

st report myself somewhat taken aback hy loffatt®s statement that LASFS cold=shomldered
a visltor for reasons of race, One of ths Strangers Club®s droppers-around is celorsed;
in my memory no one has "dlsoriminated" ag:inat him at all. I've alwaye assumed the
race=hate boys to bs very rare in fandom., 1If this 1s correct, no crusade is raguired

to keep them in check. dJust let the biggots know that there are no persecuted miporities
in fandom unless they (the biggots) make thamezlves one. ##

Here's g mamwho siould be
]

able 19 clear that statemsnt of Moffatt's up.

from Bx 6151 et Gtn, LA 55, savp on 6 Leg 47:

It is with & rather indescribable feel=
ing that I ragard FANDU.. SPHAKS! #le It 1g difficult to consider it as the beginning
of a new inag, it seema s much like the covatinuation of an old onms with which I was
intimately concernd for 50 iassusa. 1t seers. like g VO .51 had somshow come out in my
sleept If U are not careful about so fithfully renroducing the style of my former mag,
ny former subscribars may think 1 have simply adopted a new saudonym. Imagine being
mistaken for Ackerman. A fate, as the bankrupt fan bemoand, worse than debdbt.

All kide
ding agide, it i3 quite encouraging tn mo that someons felt the VOM idea shoud not
simply be fergotien when I tired of punning the bellows that made the Vex pop forth
periodically. No one was more surnrised--or pleased--than 1 to lsarn that U were playing’
Phoenix after I thot finis had been written to the orizinal lettarzins,

I%'s a new
r6le for me-=contributor rather than editor. To respond to a direct 1inquiry nmade by
Len Loffatt in the course of his landable lambasting of race prejudice (h: askd me to
correct him if he ware wrong in balieving that I once introduced a YVegro fnn to the
memberesof tha LASFS, with results unbscoming to fans): No, Len, this did nct take
place=-what{ you arc undnubtedly thinking about, or have hoard about, ias an article bdy
me nubllsht by Nova Press for FAPA in the Summer of %44, At ™ Lacarthur I had met a
colord servifan, and I wrotae,

“In the near future I intend to inform the LASFS of my
discovery of this Negre fan, and ask if the club would have any obdjection to ry iaviting
him to meetings. I do not expent opnosition. Should opposition arlse, I'd be croucade
dammit it to hell, I can promiss you I'd bas a0 boilinz mad I'd be ready to mske an laogue
of it then and tharses LEither we admit this fan o3l ge! But that would b melodramatde
and uncroductive of the désired result. Concelvably, if I do not flatser myself, thero
would be capitulation. But certainly it would bde basgrudged. 1 shouldn't want that.

But I prefer to pronhesy that when the times comes the members will rather think it
a little odd of me to question that they might ralee any objeation, as tho I shéuld
know baetter. In that case I shall be very proud indesd of the fangelefes."
The colord

fan left camp Yefore the crisis, if any, was precipitated.

: But fandem has had a shame in
its midst fer several years, a shame of just thls character {or lack of it!) A4 certain
fan 1 have katws thru correspondenca for ssme time, and only recently met, has (quite une-


Cambridge_58_Ka.se

Ao the ?"-zn, [ nTegume=«l tmet?) beon di scr iminated agninsy purall Wik byl

i:‘;g_i‘. fiy might te colorxdl . WVery onia in n while, in the past, i have mat a fag
‘vo his place (where plehty of face-to=fase fan activity has gons ¢ii) and 1 heve ln=

sired, “Rave U ever met go=&-wo?" They invariably say no, and on g souple.uccasions,
iter shaklag my hoad and pusaling aloud as %o why sach a fan shoud not bs contactsd,

i hbve been informed. m:ell, wh, you sea, their address is sert of in a dlstrict wiere
selord people live, and we thought that=-=" How do you like that?h Pondmnd wi thout &
+ial) Never invited to fan gatherings becaunse of a bellef they mipbl b0 bladkt Ard
thov are as white as the black thots that have bsen thot about themd { This coud happen s '
U. cun't forges.) - . , : .
and what if they wera black? I will ropeat what I sxig 3 yea¥s aF0H
tg weiecnce fiction fans, 1 presume we woud embrace and welcome as a brother a "man' frex
wcrops space or tims, be he 6 feat tall with green scales, tentacles and 4 eyep, OF 2
bloated braim swusialned by a helium skin-sas. Any amicadle conception of Paul. Bok, oF
Pinlay, no ma%tter how repellant a monstrosity. woud be grected and treated llks a friead
—-1ike Kinnison and %ersel, for example. Why, then, shoud we balk at a speciman of home
gpeiens plgmented black?

siencerely. ##

3 PSR ST

lotierewrittor thus far (he hasn't missed an issus yet, and sayvs he won' t8 ) steps forth
again from 495 N Third St, Banning, Cal, 15 Dct A7s

—

SaRe U o’ S5 ... . F5 #2 1s hera, already, s0 here we
go agein. Won't comment on (thet was habit =~ have been dummylng stuff for gteln) on the
carlinsgs of the mag -- I've ceased balng amazad by your productivity, gso I'11 just say

congratulations and let it go at that.

T 5P 1 BLES VAT

Coyer was beautiful. i.ake sure you keep on
having Gordon's Ar tworke This one reminded mo of some artlst or other's atyle, Wt 1
can®t remembar just which one offhand. Svell pic, anywaye
Editorial entertaining. Te

the letiers, which after all la Mge-efll v ¥in'a letter wos different, ag Jyou 3ay, but oniy
treated as a letter. If 1t had been run in any "meet the anthor™ column 1t wouldn't
have bteen so different. Cenner's idea, wihils 1t might seduce readers away from the
comicbooks, wouldn't de much for stf, boouase it would drag the stfzines down te comis-
book level, and I doubt if many fans wou 17 went TAT. Not that some of the mags agen't
right down thers alrsady, but to 4o 1t %o the whole fleld would Ye sert of & letdown eftsv
all the stridss stf has made 8o far, .

3 _ 1 don't see what made "7itch of the Andes" =0 much”
bstter than the rest of Shaver's fiotlon. Hudson seems to think the absence of the naial
ghever devices -~ tolaug, caves, dero. ravs -- made the tale good. Does subject matter
really make go much differance? . Covdd iay Curmmings, for mxample, make a goo& story jﬂ-"-'."'
by leaving out Tubby? I doubdbt 1t. Like Camyball saye, any idea, no matter how von-
derful, in the hands of a bad anthor nagkea a otory gtinke, 4nd Shaver certainly is s
bad suthor. Witch seomed ons of nis poorar efforts, at leapt to m, Have you read
RELD DYARF, Les? /7. And Hudsen does an akout-face by condemning the Ro# Phillips
stories because they were ovarwoighted with thecrles. Seems to me like RPG writes fine
stories, theories ox no theoriass, and the theories add to the stery. His only defect
thus far has been letting the 1des than an {dea can make a story pet the best of him,
the that hagn't been a sorious fault, becanse ho has enough writling talent to maks his
gtuff sound plaueible even with a minimum of yolishing and"Handling". There are lots of
worse things to diacuss that the latest FA; takes the latest Planet, Welird ===

: hoffagt’ s
idaa of how stefzines gat in a mt rrobably is just about how it happens. Everydody
concerned putas the blame off onte gomabody else. Widéh somehody wonld can the of tere=
paated idea {(by authors) that editors don'ti want good stuff.

At the rla& of lncurring
the enmlity of & lot. of -chhragters, 1°Xl vertira to agres with Laney about Rick. I never
did agree with Nerwin about lotting Rick's lettors gtand uncorracted == while faintly
amusing at first, 1t soon grows trite, and hHick desamn®t WANT to write that waye. dis
rasders will grow to sxpect bYad apelling, look for bad gpelling AND FOR NOTHING ZLEX;
hance the thots in his stuff will be lost on thelr audience. Wish all eds, pre and a7,
would adopt the polley of corracting his epslling, grammar,’' I don't think 1% sonld e
any more work=-in fact, it's harder for me to roproduce the errors expctly lile Shey'ru
made, than it is to automatically corract when while typing the syufl off. 0h, wall -~
lots of fen mske as many errors, and not half so antertaininglyt

- R A Laney' s compariccn
sweon JWC and Rap =- the case isn't entiraly tha same, Yecause Rap took ovar g meg Juw
gasping 1ts last rattle, while Astoundlng was wel}—establlshed when Samnb 1R fook il
over. Tremaine had the salvage work to do in that case. And it seams %o 1o that 1%
would be easier to take an airsady-astablished nagazine and alter it the way you wont
than to ismke a, mag in the last staxes of decay and rebuild it in a short time intc
leader of the field. - In that alcne, RAP deserves a 1ot of credit. Aside from ihnt,
tho, the comparison is apt, hecause they tonk over thaeir regpective 2ineo at ol
same time, and 1t ls possible %o traca their warying coursee sinse. #ach fonpdel
panion fsy—-mags at the game time, too, tc make the comparlssn even more called-Tor, il

wonid have agraed with Bogg;. a short time ago, but now 1'm not so sure, if only Tor @
reasen thas AS printe much better fictlon than Planet. And if a mag prints good ficticn.
9% willins to d¥cregard the "air" of the thing == for the purpose of my duying a ete:

swfoat



zine is to read tha fletion ingide. I1°ve bBacome sufficlently inured to tho editofial
sids of 1t by this time to no longer allow it to interfere with my enjoywment of the fice
tion, but a ysar ago, as I say, it was different. I have never liked any phase of
occultism and allied mental ill=health,

So to Cockroft, who manaszes to combine mood
sense. with s fine way of saylng his ideas. Thoe pic datracted from the continuity tho-=
"twag an effert to skin frum one side of the thing to the other in the midst of a lina,
The pnio would have been improved a lot by a brassiere or bresast-nlate. '' I doudt if
it hurts the"scavnegers of fandom™ any to call tham names. The quick29t way to negate
the namn callers is to out do them by #8lums or constructive fan=activity. If Cockroft
wants to help w2t rid of the scavengers, lot him work at fandom and become constructiva,
and ceas2 yriping. ''l adriit that some aspects of fandom could stand cleaning up; the
vresent leadership of the NFFF is shurtly dur to end ite term, vhich is pgeod; the Lansy
expose of LA fandem 1s good; the influx of naew fans and fangines, none of them cursed
with the "gonae=to=g624" flavory all of this is contributing to fandom's welfare, and I
predict that in a year or so the deadwood will be trimmed off, and fandom will agalin
bacome something constructive. One thing -- gripes are better than continuous snoop-
ing. "' As for Shaveritis, there 1 agree with Cockreft. No new ideas are being in=
troduced on the subject, As long as the controverey was new, fresh, with space for naw
ldeas and such, it wae good for fandom. But war in fandom is an 111 wind that blows
nobody good, to coin a phrase, And when the Shaveritis resched the status of a major
waF, then should have bean == ia == the tima to call it quits.

The Shaver l'ystery in
AS has now reached tha status of a minor fncet. Of course, DISCUSSIONS is still filled
up with Shaver letters, but we can got nlong without a fan-lotter column, and many of
the letters are interesting. Too many of the woman-occultist tyre still write, but
there are anough who aren't to keep the column on the level of sanity. 4and yet you mmust
admit that its discussions are more meaty than fangab®, insulting the ancestry of cover
artists, polnting out "scisntific" "errors" in the stories ala Sigler, and the like.
Even 1f I'm not interested in the matorial being di scussed in most cases, 1 can't con=
demn the letter column entirsly merely bacause of its rresent nature.

And == here's the
point == once you get out of the letter colunn, you find that the Shaver Lystery 1s al-
most lacking! The "oddity" articles and fillers are saldom ralated to thingg Shaveristic,
and many of them, such as Hansen's geology and "Spnce Ships Limited™, plus occasional
Fortean and related material, are worthwhile in the exteeme. The editorial occasionaldy
is interesting, ulth. I will chueriuliy nomit (or char &, whiehever you prefer) that
Rap pounces teo much on "proofs" of the Shavermystery from wherever and wiBms¥er.
Stories-=dafinately stf, by wilceox, Shexman. lemilten. Pnilldpe,. Shaver still has a
sLory now and then, but thoy aren't often, nnd most of them ars shorts =- which occaslona=
lly are good. Amazing's covers are amonsg the best in the entire field, And, to make
it just perfect, there 1s soon to be a fanzine co lumn?

Did you read in the November
editorial, where Rap apologized to fandom? Well, I*11 tell you. this == Roger P,
sraham, author of "So Shall Ye Reap™ and a numbor of unorthodox sclentific theories,
informed me in a recent letter that that npology was due to A LATTZR WHICK I wROTS
GRAE &, and which RPG showad to Rap? Now, he seens to b9 in a @ood mood -- Rap, I
mean. It would sesm as If the right thing to do now would bo to cease our ravings.
1 1lso have it from Graham that Rap intonds putting in a colwmn of fanzine reviews
soono ((Af this point. the oditors f24l it necessarv o break in. By now the special
surrlemsnt to this magazine hgs no doubt renchad all readers. fThe news of Amazing's
rroposed fan column is pow probably quite well-known to evervons. Its origin (“ilson's
letter to RPG3) hag been explained in the letter by 2hillipg in the suvplement. 1t
vould be sunsrflous te reproduce Ion's lattar hera telling in detall the facts of the
column; nll that hap been axplained in the sunplement. So that caragranh has been
partiall; deloted. He contimes--))
So why condemn Amazing or Shaver?? GShaver has
been run into the ground. As far as I'm concorned, he is a dead 1sesue. I've go tten
to the point whera, far from urging anti-Rap legislation, I'd cheerfully shoot anybody
proposing it. There will still be antiRaps in our nidet of course -- but Lord, there
2re fang who hate ASF and Campbell!l
Prebadbly as much wordage dealing with Shev¥er has
appeared in the fanzines as in 45. kost of it has been, of course, dercgstery. Think
of all the space used up that could have been used in constructive discucsica that would
benefit us all!!! So let's, nlease, quit wasting gpace. Arguments should cventually
reach an end — the end usually Yeing a deéision. We can't reach decision on thie
particular subject -~ so let's quit gadbing, and let Geler and Rap nroduce the greofs
and decisions for us. 4nd, above all, let's not produce any more anti=4S resoiunticne!
Or do you cuys WANT to make sure Rap cans that fanzine column before it’e aver zubllichect?
(I had planned on taking issue with JFS over the reasons for his Philcen rsslution e
printed in Tympani, but this is a good spot to quit.)

which is enough of that. kartin
has a point about letter-writing. FSshould provide more than the necessary vehicle _
for discussion, due to frejuent appearance, among other things; by the way, I tiust rou
waere merely Jjoking when you sald "when one iIg sbout to drop fandom himself, he doesn':
con.emn someone olsu for doing it." ((XYes.)) If you dron fandem, I'1ll shout you. You
think I'm kidcing?

This brings us to the ond. Huve «bout swaemty letters on my deok

unangwered -- long ones fruom Spewr, Rapp, {Art,) Sneary, and lots of other characterg —e



.s 1811 clope now. FPlease you aren't over golng to quit aither fandom or FS. i

later letter, receiwsd yesterday, from Dpn;:(Written 28 Oct A7)

, _ E The suprlemant to ¥S
arrived this moming, with the opsn letters to fandom by Forrest J Ackerman and Hog
rhillize. Now hera's NY open letter to fandom, i
gt % TU05 71 had already read the letier by Acksre
mgn: Ae, for some "reasen" known probably only to himself, asnt a cardon of hig letter
to Ton Day of Portland, with the instructions that 1t be forwaktded to me. Don forwarded
the lstter; 1 won't comment on the oddness of 4ck's sending the carbon clear to Portland
to be forwarded to me; my only point. in thia paragraph is to reassure you that 1'd al~
ready read the letter, on2 day ago. and I've Been thinking over the lousy mess ever
since. Just to reassurs that, thege, remarks aren't made up in tha of the moment, but that
I've been considering them for a whole day new. I'1l try not to say anything I might
regrat later, R A i RAEEN

1

Thae principal point of Ackerman®s letter seems to be somsthing like thie
“publicity in Amazing Storles would be bad for fandom.™ It is this point agalnst which .
111 areue. Ackerman starts off his letter with a mention of his rating on the Fhll-
con poll; obvionsly this is fine propaganda technique, good for fa¥orably impreesing
those who bslleve a poll is an indication of true worth to fandom, No, I'm not saying
1¢%e not. 1'm mEximg not saying that a poll iam*t a true indicatlon of worth; In a group
1ike fandom, popularity could safely be sald to be a good indication of worth. So that
isn't 90 bad. But the next thing he brings in is his defense of the Negroes, with %the
assertion that "there will probably go my southern constituents”, which is again obvious=
1y a pronagnnda device to enlist the aid and support of those who, llks Ackerman ? and
myeelf), are in sympathy with the Negroes. FPoint twe. Ackerman has now put himself in
o favorable 1light with the beliavers=1n-polls and those gympathetic toward Negroes. I
have no ldea what these "other shocking social cutcasts" might be, dbut, sines he is in
Los Angeles, they may be homosexidls, But that's boside the point.
"4 couple months
BEO0 Weooowere in ne uncertaln terms defamed as adolascent, short-pantsed sons=0f=britches
v.o". 0. and 1 take all the credit for ghat ryself. 1 wrote Palmer and classifled a re«
mark of his as untrue misrepresentation, cheap rottenneses, and part of a viclous cam=
palgn to amear stfandem in the eyes of his craclkpot readers, He interpreted the word
ngtPanden” as an indication that I was an actifan myself, which I wasn't at the time by
any stretch of the imagination, my fanacticity having congisted of receiving a few
Venpires and Advertisers and writing an incredibly stupld letter. Well, the result of
thig ontburst was the now=infamous Vpnpletter, under which I put in ry 2¢ in the form
of an_earnests plea for fandem $o declare iteslf agalnst Ray, the reason heing the dirty ‘
names fandom was called, :
4t the moment I had supposed that all. or nearly ail , fen
would be in favor of such action.  But to tha contrary, many of them, (perhaps a majority)
were all againgt it, their reasons ranging from calm statements that such actions would
be bud for fandom to violent pro=Shaver outbursts. But the lmporiant thing was that
WANY [iEMBSRS OF FANDOM WERE IN FAVOR OF KEXPING PZACE WITH RAP AND ANAZINGo
- And 1'4 like
to point out that such a state of affaire certainly doas not badk up Ackerman's stais-
ment that fandem 1s at war with what he go drametically calls "Name less Stories.”
; : e I went
to msk Aokerman, what conoceivable good can it do fandem to refuse support from Amazing?
Forrest's principel ohjection seems to ba on the grounds that Palmer is insincere, and
15 out for mrofit. This may be the case, and it may not, Ro@ Phillips has agsurd me
that Palmer 13 eincere in his study of the Shaver lystery; Gordon Kull and otherg visltioe
the ZD editorial officep have come away with the same impression. I don't know., 1've
never met Paimer, snd it ls possibdle, as Ackerman says, that Rog may be "misguidad.” It
ig possible that Palmer is out for profit; like & say, I don't know., AND I DON'T GIVZ A
DA¥N., It just gripes me to ses gsomewhat like Porrest Ackerman, voted most popular fan of
a recent poll, slep fandom in the teeth because of a persenal grudge} I have yet %o see
anyone refuse an outright, valuehkhle gift merely on the grounds that he deceen’t hollcva
the giver strictly honest in his btusiness affairat Pandom woudd be a collectiive fool If
it refused to recelve or tolerate valuable publicity and bdacking from amezling Steriss,
or anybody c¢lss, Of course, like everyone alse, I would draw the line at occuli mara=
zines, for the sole reason that occultists would not be creditable additions to fan-=
dom, But there is no sound basis for claiming that all of 4mazings readers are seoult-
1sts, or that they are all crackpots, or that the occultists will be the only oncs te
reply to a fan column. "For eons fandom.hdsjhaeded quch a column, writien fox Thae voo
reader who could bve interested in fandem, and be a creditable addition to it. And Ter
the pame numbsr of eons, such a column has never existed. The only pre fen=coiurns i
far have been exclusively fan-slanted. The average reudzr is more fkightened and clse
couraged than anything else by letter-columns and fanzlna=-reviews handled in tho usunl
manner; I know this from experience; I was myself’ A column of the ty¥ype Rog pro;csra
to run in 4maging Stories would draw new, and craditable, additione to fandom. Imt,
canse the nro=fandom propaganda is to appear in a magazine against whose editor Ackerman
hag a personal, grudge, and with whose editor's nolbcles Ackerman doee not agree, Acles
propos2e to slap fandom in tha teeth by turning down the valuable pudliclty and ncw
¥ls0d} Now, I ask you =- what kind of "honor" is that?
g Ackerman tells us we will re=
ceive no more of his contributions if we "support™ the column in amazing Storles. Thile

le the flnal blow calculated to discourage the aforesaid “support”; 1 don't doubt tha?


wou.ua

T -

there are many fans who will refuss to send Rog review coples on thls grounds slomne.
Ackerman, as he says, 1s porular in fandem; his contributions are both numerous and
highequality, entertaining nnd informative, valuable; many fanzine edltors will no doubt
reach the conclusion that Ackerman's contributions are more valuable than Amazing's fan=
support, and act accordingly. But 1 feel fairly certaln, and hope, that there wlll be

a fairly laorge, and ever=growing number of fanzines who will put fandom's good above the
value of Forrest J Ackerman's name on thelr contents pages. Acksrman's stuff is not =0
veluadle that it cannot be done without; there arae rlenty of other fans who can write
ejually good material, as I beliove Ackerman (unlass he is even more sgotistical than he
is indicated) will admit. Mky only fear is that this statement by 4e will be the
soringboard to Jaock Speer, Sam Noskowite, 8oe Xennady, and other leading fans' making
the same statement, I hope to 3od that it won't happen, but it may, and that WOULD be

2 blow. It's my only qualm about accepting the Amwaszlng support.
g Persomally, if 1 ceuld
be sure that Ackerman woild be the only fan who would rsfuse to cooperate and contribute
material and subscriptions to fanzines seanding review conies to Rog, I'd tell him to ge
to hell and let him do as he pleassd. 3But there 1s the possibility that all ths leading
fane will adopt the same tactlios. 4nd that's what I'm afrald of,

But, until such défin-
ately 1is known, I'll make this request to all of yous forget Ackerman, He's not THAT
important. Go shead and eend your reviaw coplae to Rog. lany of you have indicated
that you are not entirsly, dogmatically, anti-imasing; I only hope that your sincerity,
orenmindednesg, and love for fandom will ovarnowar your regret at losing Ackerman's
support. Ackerman's loess will be a blow to fandem. But fandom has weathered greater
atorme than thle, and emerged, and amarged more or leaes intact; and it can stand te
loge ickerman if what 1t stands to gnin by losing him is worth the price. 1In this casge
I believe it ig worth the vprice, high though 1t may be, It is my sincere nope that at
least some of you will agree with me, and aot accordingly.

It will be Interesting to
learn how many of you agree with Ackerman that »ublicity in Amazing Stories is tmd for
fandom, and how many will dieagree to the point of sonding Reg your fanzlines for review.
If Rap is openminded enough to forget the past and open up his nages te fandom, we,
whose principal poin$% of pride is our openmindadne cs, can forget the past too. The
minute Shaverism and Amauzingiem snters the fan column, I'1ll refuse Rog the right to mem-
tion Dream Queet in it., But until that day, 1'l1l cooperate wholeheartedly. I'm net
going to have it said of me that I slapped fandem in the face because of my prurely
pergonal prejudices., ##

briefe:

I would apnreéfate it 1f you
would place a notice in ;our regular ipsuae to thy effeot that the fan dept; in 4masing
Stories is postponed a month to give thosa fan edltore who have promised cooperation
and have sent thzir zines for review purposes s chance to make up their minds and let
me know., Aleso to invite any who had not rocelved ny form letter to send their sines
if they wish. ##

;)A(!L SPEER saye, 8 Dos 47:
I'd 1ike to say at the outset

that 1 wish you would drop the polisy of publishing letters entire. Vom, did, you know.
Even exercise some selection on what letters you won't publish ag all, I'd feel much
more like writing spontaneously if i knew that some editor would comd the nointless or
overwordy siuff out of my letter. Heck, you're trying to make letter-writing almost as
hard as asrticle-writing,

It does give yer a catch in 'd throat to seec a mae copying se
closoly the format of the beloyed and lamented Vom. I could wish that had a better title
than Fandem Speaks! And black mimee ink is good emf for me.

; Well, let's look at the
lstters, S V hcDaniel seems to be on the beam with his interpretation, though he deasn't
exprees it any too well; a little too-eloquent, mathot,

Lots of talk about the »almar
affalr. 1 introduced that resolution at the Philcon, so you know where i'd stand on
Sneary' s question. You asked for dope about the insanity report, Xennedy's summary in
Fantapy neview contained about all that's known; for the full original report from
Stefnews, see Scientifictionist of a few issues tack. By now Hanling et al have had tiwme
to plug up nearly all the holas in thair story and present a pretty complete explanatioms
but there are some things still that don't Jibe, .and i'm inclined to think the whole
claim that the report was a hoax is sosmathing fabricated subse,uent to Hamling's being
put on the Ziff-Davis payroll. Sooner or later the truth will out. Guerry Brown's lettox
was rather surprising. For an oxampls of falsity in the Shaver myhtos, take his method
of analyzing werds to get hidden meanlngs. Tha theory that out language shews thess
meanings because it's deoscended from a Lamurlan tangus 1s refuted by old documents _
which show the language in its eamtler stages, .shen forms now identical came from sources
that were spelled and pronounced quite c‘lif‘feiw;ntiy. and different-looking modern worde
are repregented by cormon ancestors, For an suthurit.tive discussion of errors in the

first Shaver story, he ecan be raforred to Dr. Gurdner's article in Fantasy Commentator

PP S — - — - -



Lar itz sppearance., I thlipk ws Tan sfart outl wiin the premias Lian
Lios 13 a lot of hooeyo A few veopls may drop out at the next atage, where e 2
nat we den't like 1t, and wonld stop 1t if we could, consonasnt with freedon of ihe
press, stcetora. That brings us to the really tough question on which ny Philcon
resolution was defeated--whather anythine we can do will be effectiwe. Thors are tue
approaches that 1 tried to presant to the Philconners: In ths firet nlaca, while we
cen't do anythinz positive to get our views to the bulk of Amazing’s readers, or hurt
their circulation, we can at least reject conclusiwsly Palmer's overtwras almed a%
setting us to assist in spreading 1t further. He and his assoolates anparently think
wa'd be of some use to them that way, or they wouldn't still be trying to do semothing
about us. 1 wanted to burn our bridges behind us on that. The other approach is te
neutralige, as far as possible, the btad odor which Palmer gives to sclence=fictlon
That's the second thing we don't likas about the Shaver stories bsing published in Amaz-
ing, and i think we conld have accomnlishad soms thing in that direction with a strong
declaratlon dissociating literate aclance-fantasy from the Ziff-Davis twins, Literary
men would have haard about it. 4nd thru such avenuen as the Baring-Gould articie 1n
Herper's, it might even raach a fairly Yszgh auilence. It seems out of the que stion
to change 4mazing' s’policy while it 1e Tinmmcially mceesfuldf; btut if we can't kill
tha germs, we can do somathing townrd sealing them ‘off, as the body does with tuber-
culosls,
What did Don mean by ths Art Widner spisode, which he rated most importiant?
I°ve hardly heard Ari's name mentionad of late. :
¢ WEOR TE LE8 & yYfnink Len misremembers the matter
of Ackerman's stefereading negro fridna. wiwl Y isxed, 1 believe Worry sald he was
transferred away before there was ouportinily "td take him to the LASFS; probably Len
remembers Ack worrying about what he'd 80 1f ihd "fallow were celd-shouldered. °' I
wonder if 1t would help any to examine the wird “prejudlce”. Its original meaning
is to judre ahead of tima, usually on the desid off a single charaetawistic before
other ovidence is in, Thru that caonnecticr it hag ecme to be synenymous with group=
thinking, 1.0., assuming that all mambars of & group (the extension of a group bsing
determined by a single charactaristie) are sl iXi, 'Yat as a practical matter ien't it
often necessary to treat members of a group ss if thay were alike? Certain treatment

must be meted out to all residents of Bemmny. Tor instance, And don't we also rurn ints
situations where we must gevern our acticns on lncomplete evidence about pecple?
rFossibly all the things that we can evar lanrn about a persen are just ways of putiing

him into various classes--tha concurramic af i Terent clagses presontly belng enuf
to distinguish him as a unique fndivliMugl, 1 don't know where this leads, but thot iva
throw 1t out. '' Anothar word worth locklifz ~t, 45 lan does, is "tolerance™. "Toler=
ance" may sound like a weak word, but the moanlnsx of "intolerance” is strong enuf, and :
if "$olerance” be taken simply as the nagative of "into lerance", 1 see no reason to
look down on it., Similarly, i thinx "Justice” Uhymuch batter understood in terms of
"injustice" than as a positive idea to rq‘poafw\t‘nq:. .*.w_
: DL WS I fear for Van Couvering’s pro-
posed funzine. Don't think any all-humwor fanmag has lasted long, or has lae ted long on
a straight humor diet., Ono disadvantage, thay lwmwa 48 that neople expect everyihing in
them to be laughable and nothing tut, Wit iz baast nsed to season something else, or
provide a change of pace from gariouser materdsd..:.
‘. iiei tan telDna thing Car ter doesn’t explain very
well is who 13 going to do the dirty work of the publlshing. Sure 1t°s a good idea te
take the bturden of stenclling and orankturning off a fan editor (thouszh they would
miss some satisfaction thereby). But somebody alese has get to do 1%, and If it's an
amateur he won't oven have the satisfaction of expresaing his personality in vhat he
puts out the work on. Better, 1 think, 1s the idea of publishing by cormercial photo=
1itho, ahich Willmorth and other “esternars are taking-up, saving themzselves lots of
time and elbow grease. Of courss, that costs a great deal more monay, but haven't we
all got plenty of money now that the Renuhl icans ars in power?
: ' 1 enclosg sorgthing or
other by way of eubscription, Keep them coming. ##

rd « v
From 1010 Garcia Road, Santa Barbam.' Gak, e haar ierom N\ V!j/ﬂ‘ﬂ‘W
who has these words (2 get 47): oV Dedronal b ")

' Well, 'hete ‘wo ‘are with™ the first lssue of FS In cuv
hands, and a mighty good one it ips, at that,

A3 ly mned qiy' Intter first. Highest honorsi nd

Thanks. Sneary second. With a lottar' fPem gBnaary <in your mg, what have you Lo "
about? Ha's got a lot of good ideas, too. 1 was glad to pet. the informatls '
Young fandom=Rap=-Caldwell triangle. ““But :udm'utping has ‘been botherins me., Lon 1o’
letter hselps me along. W Finds &70! ‘

What are we fads" turnirg out to Ww? From the looks cf hin -
we can't control our human tendenocies in ‘the lomg mun any imore than the ordinary ine
dividual, Why, Rick, should we show opendy*‘ouf disrespect for Rap? I, persenally,
don't think we need disvespect him for N¥s naterial’ in 45, True, ha has aald seme : .
londed things about fans in genaral, and for ‘tMat he ‘ought to be held in irraverancae
But certainly not without reason? After ¥1¥, ‘the mjority of Fans did not give h’*f_s
Shaverisms a welaoms. Well, wa don't have ‘to give them a welcome, if we do not 13302 {
them, But nmst we hombard them? - _ _

%Wilson says, M==in faver of Fanderm=wide sctiun
agalnst Rap=-=" Now, what kind of tallt i that? Assuming that Fandom could cuen o much



el L

should we balisve er even think about accapting Campbell's article in the last aSF

sake o dant in the Z4ff=ihvis machine, which it covld not, Why should tandom i.ke
acticn agalnst Raz and his leros?
vho's talking about prajudics? “he’s talking

abou® iy great broade=mindadnass of ®andom? Il Rap believes in the cavara paople, who
caros? If hs wants to oriat storles by Shaver, who cares? Palmer hasg a wid: anough
ciiculstion of lnane and inSang wefce-hasrers to assure himself of tha magazina, even
12 11 fzndem wero 1o quit A4S, which it.won't, because now and then something like
“otar riaze" ecmes up, and the lcossly-orsaniged Fan-povernment is not able io step a

rgon from duying a novel like that., It wouldn't, of course, if it could,

-

Fandom CAN
possitly set some satisfaction out of Palmer for his slanderous remarks in Vanpire, But
58 far ns the Shavar Lystery joes, Tandom is helpless, and shonldn't carse whether it lis
or not, Hmotion soverns raasoning powsr, and I 'mow that if I had just been called a
"Iostard" by sore halT-cocked maflman, I would be angered too. But Fans should watch

01a carafully. After all, the exlsience of Dere cannot be elther prowed or dlsproved.
1 huve irled in evary wxy to disprove what Shaver saye. gnd I can't. You try it. 1In
faet, much of his siory fite in remarkeably with the ancianf myths. He prrobably huilt
nle stories on these myths, of course, but who is to prove 1t?

I can say that 1 have
baen to l.ars and have seen Yartilane thera whe are attacking Zarth in the next three
daye, and I doudt if you would belisve me. Bu§ you could NOT dleprove what I saye.
w2lthar can you disprove what Shaver eayes. Ton wiles within the earth are just as remote
to us as thw sona B4 light-seconds to lare.

And vho mentions Roslerucianism? I am neith=-
er a iosicrucian nor a Shaverite, but I dg¢ make somd study of a subject hefore 1 sound
of' on i%¥, Shaver's przachings ars no more near Resicrucianism than the world 1is near
havling five years without atomic war. They are completely different, having only the
common facter that both believe in the existonce of Lemurim, or Mu. 4nd even I find it
nard to dxiinz® doubt Churchward®s stones tablets, which have been PROVEN zeologlcally
to be over 20,000 y2ars old, and whi¢h undoubtsdly mentlon Mue

But where does this
lacd us? Those of you who have bean o1 the oy usite side of the argwnent will say
%claniel is muts. Bolieviag in Lamuria... Pocd™ You wilil then think no more about
tt, save Por your own slde of the argument. Is t!ig, then, living up to the standards
s2% for Fans? Or are we after all just a bunsh ¢f tnfantile irorons who rave about in
tha covere of "thnse" magazinee’ Shaver's story canaod be disproven. It camot be
srovan. Let well enough alone.

Nowi, don's sbi tha impression that I am a Shaverite

{=hion- 1 wm not)-er a iloelerucian {wihich i am cyuelly not) or evan a Lanurian (vhich
is goubsful, but nossibie... 1 might evan vo Nznolaan,) Ok, oh... I shouldn't have sald
thateeco now the radicals will shout, Nchwnisl’s o reincarnationissic.. Zven humor is
barradi

well, 1 say... let’s not 1at welrd Culiz take hold of fans, thinking them to
bz omllible and willing to baliave any bizzare thing, Wit aleo let's not go the other
way and tighten un to comething which te different. So far it's baegn either one side
or the othar. From mow on lat it be, in this and 4n othar problems which arise, a study

f both sides logically and intellisently by the machinary of Pandom as a wholeo

“thy

{avout the flying discs) if w: refuse to balicve or oven think about Shaver's exnlanation
for the dlses? Caupbell's palactic emnire and Shavar's cave people are equally un=
provable. None of us shall know untll the truth shows itself,

* Now, when I mention
galactlc emipre, your haarts leap. You would all b willing to belleve or almost be=
1iava in a salactic whatitenama if you were shown any near proof of the exisicnce of
gaid amsoire. I would want to belisve, also. Thars is a thrilling, real clogencses of
what we have dr2amed about in such an idea. But marely bcause Shaver® s equally pecsasivle
ideas renel us, should ws kXick them out like a hot potato?

1 keen thinking of nors
things to say, and I know you are all bored by now: At any rate, I hop2 sems 0f you
"fane" are relicved of your nrejudices. For rejudice maaas "Judgement before tha
facts have Ween presanted,”™ and that is csrtalnly what we have done with Hap and all his
1ittle zremlins.

2§==-= Jjust for your noll, Don... I wish paraonally that Inp would
dron the wholz damn thingl :

I just had n thoutht-~~ ah, if the fns ware all . migh
political ofFicas... what couildn't we do to this cld world! In no tims adl all, Cinw
Yerk.. or Nyork, wonld be a towsring mass of spires and minnrets and piasiic towers...
w21l, we can dream, can't we?

E2et wishas in rour vanture. ‘Giopa the ncxt lgsus turns
cut as zood as this one was. Buil get a bzhisr cover, willya®
sincerely. ##

Crowded this ish: kickey 5lavin, <d Cox (a naw fan

from Laine ), --crowded out that is. You'll see them

next time. Alse wdivans, Stan Woolston, loffatt,

and more of the "ramulars" nlus others. Deadline:
e 47, nm i,

Rels .
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